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To The Lost World!

On 15th March 2013, Form 4 students went to watch a drama
named The Lost World' presented by AFTEC—The Absolutely
Fabulous Theatre Conneclion—which was, in my opinion,
absolutely FABULOUS!

We attended a pre-drama workshop a week before we went to
see the play. One of the actors, Michael Sharmon, came to our
school and prepared us for the drama. Michae! did such a great
job that all students loved him after his presentation. He talked
about the plot of the play that day, and it was fascinating! He
also taught us the professional terms used in performing
dramas, which was interesting. Furthermore, he told us that the
character he was playing, Professor Summerlee, was an
Englishman who had high social status and to show this, he
changed his Australian accent into an old English accent in front
of us. What a wonderful lead-in to the show !

When we arrived at the theatre in the Sai Wan Ho Civic Centre,
AFTEC's General Manager, Ms Ruby Yong, refreshed our
memories of the pre-drama workshop. She had our attention
and raised our interest in the play with several illuminating
questions. Undoubtedly, the play was extremely well organized
and well performed. The mysterious lighting, the lively sound
effects, the awesome stage props and the professional actors
were all impressive. | was most impressed by Seth Leslie. He
played the role of Ed
Malone, the news reporter
who went on the expedition
with some experienced
explorers. He was young
and talented, friendly and
handsome. To be
courageous, no matter
what happens, was what |
have learnt from this
character when he saved
his friends from a group of
apemen. Also, Professor

Life of Pi

Film Review:

Miracle of Nature or Cruelty of Man?

Life of Pi, a fantasy drama
about a boy's miraculous
survivaly ishone of the most
highly anticipated films in 2013.
Directed by “the Taiwanese
director Ang Lee, it received 11
nominations,_and has won 4
awards at the 2013 Oscar
ceremony, including Ang Lee's
second Best Director Award.

The story focuses on how Pi,
an imaginative and sensitive
Indian boy, amazingly survived
in the Pacific Ocean for 227
s days with a Bengal tiger named
L. Richard Parker. Originally, Pi

was migrating with his family to
Canada for a better life. Unfortunately, there was a bad storm
and only Pi and a few other animals survived at sea. Among the
animals, the cruel hyena killed the injured zebra and the
orangutan. While the existence of the hyena was bothering Pi,
the tiger suddenly came out from undemeath the tarpaulin of
the lifeboat and killed the hyena. Throughout their journey of
survival, there was a subtle change in the relationship between
Pi and Richard Parker: from enemies to a friend-like
relationship, and that kept the audience intrigued.

BIFE - P!

F.4D Rex Chan

Challenger's faith in his dreams has reassured us to persist in
pursuing our dreams even if we feel like giving up just because
of the pressure we face worrying too much about what others
may think of us. Professor Challenger said, 'Believe in your
dreams when others tell you that you are not going to make it.'
This is what | will embrace, with no hesitation.

After the play, Ms Yong came out again to hold a post-drama
session to consolidate what we leamt or observed. She invited
us to ask guestions about the drama and how the performance
was managed. | remember | asked the cast what they would do
if they forgot their lines. Michelle Campbell Jones, who played
Pearl Maple White, answered my guestion. She said that the
cast members were so close to each other that they could
sense if others were in trouble, and then they would offer help
quickly by saying something that would give a hint of their lines.
Their relationships were strong and they were seamlessly
bonded.

The highlight came when they invited some students to perform
a scene on stage where they were attacked by a pterodactyl. It
was fun seeing familiar faces on stage performing. Then the
audience were asked to play their roles by saying some lines to
interact with some student actors who were guided by the real
actors on stage. This was great fun !

After a week or so, another workshop instructor, Scott Wilkins,
came to our school and held a post-drama workshop with us,
Scott was able to create and build the atmosphere, making it
fun and active by using games and competitions. The most
interesting part was when Scott told us to form groups of three
and perform the scene when two of the explorers met a T-Rex,
Seeing the students performing with different styles was
axtremely enjoyable!

This drama experience, whether the drama itself or the
workshops, was absolutely FABULOUS! | would love to watch
more dramas or even be involved in theatrical performances in
the future. | look forward to watching the next drama by AFTEC.

F.4E Adrian Fung Tsz Kan

The film seems to be a fantasy for kids, but actually the most
interesting partis‘that the story might not be true. At the end of
the film, the grown-up Pi told another version of his survival: the
different animals who survived on the lifeboat were actually
humans: a chef, andinjured sailor, and Pi's mum. It wasn't the
hyena that killed the animals; in fact, it was the chef. It wasn't
Richard Parker who killed the hyena; in fact it was Pi who killed
and ate the chef. Ang Lee cleverly left some space for the
viewers 1o think after viewing the film: which version do you
prefer or believe? An unbelievable miracle or a realistic story
which reflects the cruelty of humans?

Apart from its interesting plot, the film's 3D visual effects are
excellent. The Bengal tiger and the storm look realistic. If you
watch the movie in the cinema, you will also be stunned by
some beauliful scenes, such as the mystic green island, the
gigantic whale, the whirling galaxy and the starry sky.

There is a lot we can think about and reflect on in our lives after
watching this film. For example, the lifeboat in which Pi and
Richard Parker survived symbolizes the faith in our lives.
Without the lifeboat, Pi and Richard Parker wouldn't have
survived. Without faith, we cannot sail through the journey of life
either.

The film is suitable for people of all ages, from kids to teenagers
to adults. Everyone will have a different interpretation of the
film, and will gain unigue insights — from love and friendship to
self-discovery and faith, and much more. It definitely deserves
the Oscar Awards it has won.
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